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MITCHELL FREEWAY — EXTENSION — ROMEO ROAD 
Grievance 

MS S.E. WINTON (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.34 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Transport, and I thank her for allowing me to bring this grievance to her today. Before I start, I would like to wish 
her a happy birthday for yesterday. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Thank you. 

Ms S.E. WINTON: I begin by acknowledging the significant investment in road–rail infrastructure in my electorate 
in our northern suburbs over the last four years. In particular, we have now delivered two key interchanges at 
the intersection of Wanneroo Road with Ocean Reef Road and Joondalup Drive. These interchanges are game 
changers for the residents of my electorate. These projects have busted congestion, significantly improved safety 
and, importantly, futureproofed these intersections for the significant growth that we will continue to see in my 
northern and eastern suburbs, such as Banksia Grove and beyond. Of course, they were done in a holistic way. 
I worked with the minister and the community to ensure that we could include other works to make sure those 
intersections would work even better, including traffic lights at Clarkson Avenue, a roundabout at Cheriton Drive 
and upgrades to the roundabout at Joondalup Drive. It is brilliant and it works; every day, people are saving 
precious minutes travelling to work. The one thing I am not happy about is the lighting on the bridge. It is fantastic, 
but it does not get purple often enough, so we might need to do something about that and get Freo winning a few 
more games! 

The SPEAKER: I do not think it will be purple for a while! 

Ms S.E. WINTON: Thank you, Madam Speaker. We live in hope. 

We had the dualling of Wanneroo Road from Flynn Drive to Joondalup Drive, which is fantastic. I want to talk 
a bit more about Wanneroo Road in a moment. 

My grievance today is about the minister’s recent announcement of the commencement of construction of the 
Mitchell Freeway extension to Romeo Road. As the minister knows, I previously grieved to the minister in 2019, and 
I am very grateful and proud that construction has started. To extend the freeway so far north is incredible. The freeway 
will link east–west at Romeo Road and make it easier for people in my suburbs to get to much-needed infrastructure, 
whether it be schools, employment or recreation in the northern corridor. Wanneroo Road is the spine that runs through 
my electorate, from the north in Carabooda to the south and through the suburbs of Carramar, Ashby, Sinagra and, of 
course, Wanneroo. It is a significant regional road that carries through traffic coming from the north and south of the 
state, and with it a significant number of trucks and commercial vehicles. Of course, it also services considerable local 
traffic with the rapid expansion of urban areas in the north and the development of Alkimos. 

It is really exciting to see the rural areas of Carabooda and Nowergup now being connected to the urban areas to 
the west, thereby allowing people of my electorate easy access to the freeway and rail. This east–west connection 
at Romeo Road will also allow our beautiful rural areas to further build on their potential agritourism businesses. 
I am keen to hear, as are my residents, about the time line for the extension of Mitchell Freeway to Romeo Road. 
As the minister would know, I previously grieved on this matter in 2019 when I highlighted a dangerous black 
spot on Wanneroo Road at the intersection of Romeo Road and Karoborup Road. I seek reassurance on behalf of 
my community that this dangerous intersection will be addressed and made safe as part of the Mitchell Freeway 
works. The key problem here, of course, is that at this intersection, Wanneroo Road is still a single-lane road; it is 
near on impossible to safely exit Wanneroo Road with cars and trucks and commercial vehicles travelling behind, 
because there are no slipways to get on or off Wanneroo Road at those single-lane points. 

I have previously raised with the minister my position on not extending Lukin Drive through the heart of Neerabup 
National Park. I speak for the overwhelming majority of my residents who believe that the east–west connectors 
of Hester Avenue and the soon-to-be constructed Romeo Road link will service our community. Before seeking 
public office, I fought for many years to protect Lake Nowergup and Neerabup National Park, and I urge the 
minister not to consider extending Lukin Drive through the national park to Wanneroo. It is unnecessary now 
that Romeo Road will be our east–west connector. I am also interested to hear how this project will protect the 
Yaberoo Budjara Heritage Trail through the national park, from Joondalup to Yanchep. In the delivery of this 
project, I want utmost consideration to be given to protecting the flora and fauna in the area by ensuring that we 
have adequate underpasses to preserve connectivity.  
Finally, I would like to draw the minister’s attention to a most special opportunity that arises from this freeway 
extension. Lake Nowergup, which is part of Neerabup National Park lies some 300 metres south of the intersection 
of Romeo Road and Wanneroo Road. It is my electorate’s best-kept secret. It is the deepest permanent lake in the 
Perth area. Of course, importantly, the Yaberoo trail that runs from Joondalup to Yanchep does so because of the 
lake system that supported and sustained Aboriginal people along the route. The trail starts at Lake Joondalup in 
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Yellagonga Regional Park, passes through Neerabup National Park and ends at the lakes in Yanchep National 
Park. Of course, Aboriginal people would have visited Lake Nowergup on their journey in between. I have long 
championed this hidden jewel and its potential to be a recreational site for the northern suburbs. I ask that the minister 
may consider how we might complete this link with the Yaberoo trail given Romeo Road is to be extended and, 
potentially, Wanneroo Road. Hopefully, the principal shared paths to be developed as part of that road structure 
will allow us to connect to Lake Nowergup so that people in the urban area can get better access to Lake Nowergup. 
In summary, I thank the minister for her continued support of our northern suburbs and acknowledge the unprecedented 
investment in roads and rail by the McGowan Labor government, which is transformational for my electorate. 
Importantly, I would like to acknowledge and thank the minister for her continued collaboration with us as local 
members when we deliver these key infrastructure projects to make sure that they are fit for purpose and meet 
the expectations of the local communities so that they can be the best possible infrastructure built to service the 
community in my suburbs. Thank you. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.41 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo for 
her grievance and her advocacy for her community on not only how we can make sure that this project delivers the 
base case in a sense—the extension of the freeway to Romeo Road—but also the member for Wanneroo has been 
very keen to make sure that we focus on Wanneroo Road as part of this project. The member has approached me over 
many years, first of all, to make sure that we could secure funding for the project, and I am very happy that we have 
secured the required funding in partnership with the commonwealth to do the extension and to address some other 
key issues. Safety on Wanneroo Road has been a major issue. Since winning government we have delivered a lot 
on Wanneroo Road: the two new overpasses and, of course, the widening project. Further north, the member was 
very keen to make sure that we continue that widening project and that we address some key intersections in the 
area. The other key issue was to make sure Lukin Drive does not continue east to ensure that Neerabup National Park 
is protected and that we can all enjoy that lovely national park in future years. 
I want to outline a little of what we are delivering and to specifically address what the member raised in her 
grievance. As I highlighted, $232 million was confirmed and an additional $8.5 million was recently confirmed in 
the commonwealth budget for Butler Boulevard interchange and for the duplication of Wanneroo Road south of 
Romeo Road to Dunstan Road. This project now includes 5.6 kilometres of the freeway extension between 
Hester Avenue to Romeo Road, with two traffic lanes in each direction; the interchange at Hester Avenue; and 
a new interchange at Lukin Drive. That was put forward early and again we will make sure it does not go to the east. 
Construction of an additional interchange at Butler Boulevard was not included originally but it makes a lot of 
sense in relation to connections for the new residential housing estates. 
There will be a rail tunnel under the freeway northbound lanes for the Butler train line, a bridge over the Nowergup 
rail yard access for the freeway southbound lanes; and a principal shared path on the side of the freeway from 
Hester Avenue to Romeo Road, including a pedestrian underpass at Lukin Drive. A new shared path will be 
constructed on Romeo Road to link the cycle network to Marmion Avenue and a fauna and pedestrian underpass 
will be built at Romeo Road to connect into the national park. 
There will also be construction of Romeo Road from Marmion Avenue to Wanneroo Road with signal modifications 
at the Marmion Avenue intersection, duplication of Wanneroo Road from south of Romeo Road to Trian Road 
and duplication of Wanneroo Road from south of Romeo Road to Dunstan Road. Again, that was not included in 
the original scope but was included as a priced option and we are very happy to deliver that to make sure the dual 
carriageway does not go into a single carriageway and a single carriageway into a dual carriageway, so we can complete 
that duplication through that area. We will also incorporate the widening of Lukin Drive from the Mitchell Freeway 
west of Connolly Drive, which I am sure the City of Wanneroo will appreciate. As we can see, as part of this 
project of delivering the freeway extension, we will deliver a lot of works. 
In relation to the specific issues the member raised, the Wanneroo Road intersection and Karoborup Road will be 
done as part of the construction of Romeo Road from Wanneroo Road to Marmion Avenue. The intersection at 
Karoborup Road, Wanneroo Road and Romeo Road will be upgraded to include traffic lights, member, so, again, 
one of her safety issues will be addressed. The Wanneroo Road project now includes duplication of Wanneroo Road 
from south of Romeo Road to Trian Road and the extension of the duplication of Wanneroo Road from south of 
Romeo Road to Dunstan Road, thereby reinforcing full duplication of Wanneroo Road through that whole area. 
As we said, the extension of Lukin Drive to Wanneroo Road is not included in the project scope, again, because 
of the environmental concerns and the impact it would have on Neerabup National Park. 
In relation to the impacts on Neerabup National Park and the walking trails, Main Roads undertook early engagement 
with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions and the City of Wanneroo to inform the planning 
and development of the project and to ensure that the impacts on the Neerabup National Park were minimised. 
A PSP will be constructed on the western side of the freeway and will include a pedestrian underpass at Lukin Drive. 
The Lukin Drive interchange shared path will connect to the Yaberoo Budjara trail. A shared path will be constructed 
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on Romeo Road to link the cycle network to Marmion Avenue. A fauna pedestrian underpass will be constructed 
at Romeo Road to allow connectivity of the trail between north and south of Romeo Road. The optional works 
to duplicate Wanneroo Road from south of Romeo Road to Dunstan Road will include a fauna underpass at 
Wanneroo Road. Negotiations are underway with the DBCA to also realign a small section of the trail to ensure 
that access can be maintained at all times. 
The member also asked about cycling and pedestrian connectivity to Lake Nowergup. We are working on that 
proposal with DBCA, which is responsible for trails in the national park, but if it is something we can work in with 
DBCA and the City of Wanneroo to improve that connectivity, I hope to also do that. There are a lot of roads — 
Ms S.E. Winton: What about the bridge? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Sorry, I will get to the purple on the bridge. The member has been very proactive in putting 
forward safety concerns on Wanneroo Road to make sure that we protect the environmental assets in that area. 
I am really pleased that through her representations and our negotiations with the commonwealth and other key 
stakeholders, we are delivering a freeway project extension that will include massive safety improvements to 
Wanneroo Road, something I am very, very keen on. 
I commit to lighting up the bridge in purple every weekend, member! 
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